
 

 

    St. Augustine Beach City Hall 

City of St. Augustine Beach  
June Newsletter 2017 

 

 

 

Beach Blast Off is an amazing  New Year event, voted 
#1 New Years Eve Family event in Florida by Family 
Magazine. We invite families to kick off 2018 in seaside style 
at this special ST. Augustine Beach event. We provide a 
variety of live music, Foods from around the world that will 
impress all foodies (This year will include a food truck 
theme), Fire works over the Atlantic Ocean (Synchronized to 
music) at 8:30PM. A family can have all the experiences of a 
great New Year’s party. We make it conducive to family by 
making the event from 4:00PM to 10:00PM. We cater to 
toddlers by offering a kid zone filled with bounce houses; 
carnival rides for Teens and tweens, music and food for the 
whole family. Families get to spend time together and still be 
home at a safe hour during New Year’s Eve.  Invite all your 
friends and relatives now!!  

 

 

 

We are planning an exciting 
Beach Blast Off this New 

Years Eve 2018. We will be 
opening up the event to 
Vendors, Volunteer and 
Sponsors to sign up to 

participate in the event in 
July.  We are bring back the 
Jumbo-Tron and streaming 

your selfies onto the big 
screen. You will be our big 
star in 2018!! Get ready for 
the best party of the year!! 

Beach Blast Off 2018!!! 
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At its May 1, 2017, regular meeting, the St. Augustine Beach City Commission made the following decisions: 

1, Approved two proclamations: to declare May, 2017, as Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month; and to 
declare May, 2017, as Older Americans Month. 

2. Approved two resolutions: the first to adopt the County’s local mitigation strategy plan; the second to 
declare items of City property as surplus, and to authorize their disposal. 

4. Approved four budget resolutions to amend the City’s Fiscal Year 2017 budget. 

5. Approved a five-year contract with Advanced Disposal for the picking up of items for recycling from the 
City’s residents and businesses. 

6. Approved on first reading an ordinance to vacate an alley between A1A Beach Boulevard and 2nd Avenue 
next to the Tides Oyster Company (formerly the Dunes Cracker House) and the Sunshine Shop. 

7. Approved the award of a bid for improved audio/visual equipment in the Commission meeting room to 
Infinity AV and Security for $31,301.  

8. Approved the City Attorney preparing an ordinance that will allow the City Commission to raise building 
permit and related fees by resolution. 

9. Approved the City offering to the Commissioners the same health insurance plan that is provided by  the 
City to its employees. 

10. Decided on the following dates for Commission workshops/special meetings: a. June 7, Wednesday, 5 
p.m., workshop on the City’s sign regulations that were adopted in 2016; b. July 5, Wednesday, 6 p.m., the 
July regular City Commission meeting because Monday, July 3rd, when the meeting normally would be held, 
is the day before the July 4th holiday; and c. July 31, Monday, 5 p.m., review of Fiscal Year 2018 budget and 
discussion of changes to the Land Development Regulations.  

11.  Decided not to hold a workshop with the Cultural Council to transfer the lease of the former city hall to 
The Dance Company until the City has had a structural engineer evaluate the condition of the former city 
hall. 

The City Commission’s next regular meeting will be held on Monday, June 5, 2017, at 6 p.m. in the 
Commission meeting room at city hall, 2200 A1A South. The public is invited to attend. 

City Hall update 
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MAX’S CORNER 

   
HIGH RISE 

Does anybody have a pocket dictionary, so we can look up the definition of a high-rise building? Pocket 
dictionary, indeed!! you’ll say. Get modern, Max. Use that smartphone. OK, when we do, we’ll see there 
are several definitions. A barebones one is a building with many stories, though what “many” means isn’t 
stated. The Houston Association of Realtors states a high rise is a building with nine or more stories. 
Another definition says 5-12 stories is a low rise, 13-39 stories is a high rise, and 40 or more stories is a 
skyscraper. The 2009 edition of the International Building Code defines a high rise in terms of feet: 75 to 
450 feet is a high rise; over 450 feet is a super high rise.   The 2015 edition of the Florida Building Code 
provides this: a high rise is a building “with an occupied floor located more than 75 feet…above the lowest 
level of fire department vehicle access.” Confused enough, like already?  

Where am I going with all this? To a place quite close: the northern end of our fair city, where a new hotel, 
the 175-room Embassy Suites, is now under construction. When the city’s Planning Board approved the 
final development plan for the hotel in June, 2015, some citizens became alarmed that the hotel’s height 
would exceed the City Charter-mandated limit of 35 feet and the hotel would thus be a high rise. Will it? 
Please see the definitions of a high-rise building in the paragraph above.  

I don’t mean to make light of citizen apprehension about high-rise buildings. Too many sections of coastal 
Florida are lined with them, and most citizens of our city likely don’t want to see our coastline Miami-ized 
with tall buildings. Citizens are right to be vigilant. In the case of the Embassy Suites, a soothing balm to 
relieve any gnawing anxiety might be the following anecdote: Last August, when I attended a conference 
in Hollywood, Florida, my room was on the 28th floor of the Diplomat Beach Resort.  No, the city’s 
taxpayers weren’t so generous as to put me in the penthouse; that was several floors above me. Next door 
was a Trump condo tower of perhaps 50 floors. My neck was sore from trying to count them above the 
first three or four floors that were the building’s parking garage. By any definition of the term, these 
structures are high rises: sun-obscuring, ocean-view obliterating high rises. 

To read this article in its entirety click here: http://www.sabevents.com/wp-‐content/uploads/2017/05/HIGH-‐
RISE.pdf	   

City Manager  
Mr. Max Royle 
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Joe Howell  

 

Mr. Joe Howell gives us a peek into Public Works.  
As	  a	  very	  brief	  follow	  up	  to	  last	  month’s	  article	  we	  completed	  the	  construction	  of	  improved	  turfblock	  
parking	  spaces	  on	  16th	  St.	  and	  added	  a	  sidewalk	  along	  the	  south	  side	  of	  the	  R/W	  to	  help	  separate	  
pedestrians	  from	  those	  searching	  for	  a	  parking	  spot.	  	  We	  also	  completed	  work	  on	  the	  8th	  St.	  extension	  
project	  where	  we	  opened	  the	  R/W	  connecting	  to	  Beach	  Blvd.	  providing	  access	  to	  the	  lots	  along	  the	  new	  
street.	  	  This	  project	  includes	  a	  sidewalk	  connection	  from	  the	  2nd	  Avenue	  bike/pedestrian	  trail	  out	  to	  
Beach	  Blvd.,	  and	  will	  eventually	  include	  17	  new	  public	  parking	  spaces.	  
	  	  
This	  month	  we	  will	  be	  starting	  two	  new	  projects.	  	  The	  first	  one	  deals	  with	  interior	  renovations	  to	  City	  
Hall.	  	  The	  first	  City	  Hall	  building	  was	  a	  very	  small	  building	  in	  Pier	  Park	  that	  no	  longer	  even	  exists.	  	  All	  City	  
offices	  including	  the	  Police	  Department,	  Public	  Works,	  and	  Administration	  later	  moved	  into	  the	  seaside	  
building	  that	  is	  now	  occupied	  by	  the	  Dance	  Company	  and	  the	  Arts	  Studio	  Group.	  	  The	  Public	  Works	  
Department	  was	  the	  first	  to	  outgrow	  the	  space	  moving	  into	  our	  current	  building	  on	  Mizell	  Road	  in	  
1993.	  	  Six	  years	  later	  the	  Police	  Department	  was	  the	  next	  to	  go	  moving	  into	  their	  current	  building	  in	  
1999.	  	  The	  City	  Hall	  Administration,	  Building	  Department	  and	  City	  Commission	  all	  finally	  followed	  suit	  
moving	  into	  their	  current	  location	  in	  2001.	  	  Over	  the	  years	  we’ve	  made	  a	  few	  renovations	  and	  
modifications	  to	  City	  Hall,	  replacing	  the	  A/C	  units,	  adding	  audio	  and	  video	  equipment	  in	  the	  Commission	  
meeting	  room,	  and	  security	  cameras	  and	  key	  card	  access	  control.	  	  But	  some	  of	  the	  finishes,	  including	  the	  
carpet,	  are	  original	  and	  overdue	  for	  replacement.	  	  The	  most	  visible	  changes	  however	  will	  be	  in	  the	  
customer	  service	  areas	  of	  both	  Administration	  and	  the	  Building	  Department.	  
	  	  
The	  second	  one	  is	  the	  Ocean	  Woods	  Ditch	  Drainage	  Improvement	  Project.	  	  Unlike	  previous	  drainage	  
project	  work	  such	  as	  along	  2nd	  Avenue,	  this	  one	  won’t	  be	  all	  that	  visible	  to	  most	  residents	  and	  visitors,	  
unless	  the	  ditch	  is	  in	  your	  back	  or	  side	  yard.	  	  The	  project	  has	  been	  on	  the	  City’s	  Stormwater	  Master	  Plan	  
dating	  back	  prior	  to	  its	  last	  revision	  in	  2003.	  	  The	  ditch	  currently	  starts	  behind	  the	  homes	  on	  Deanna	  Dr.	  
and	  ends	  at	  16th	  St.	  	  The	  improvement	  part	  of	  the	  project	  involves	  replacing	  the	  ditch	  with	  a	  pipe	  and	  
restoring	  the	  rear	  20’	  of	  the	  property	  owners	  back	  yards	  to	  them.	  

 

 

Public Works Department 
Director 
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$$$ From The City’s Finance Department $$$$ 

     At	  the	  regular	  City	  Commission	  held	  on	  May	  1st,	  the	  Commission	  approved	  a	  resolution	  to	  
dispose	  of	  some	  City	  property,	  specifically	  vehicles	  and	  equipment.	  What	  happens	  next?	  Items	  
that	  clearly	  need	  to	  be	  disposed	  of	  because	  of	  their	  state	  of	  disrepair	  are	  either	  destroyed	  or	  
properly	  disposed	  of	  in	  another	  manner.	  Other	  items,	  such	  as	  vehicles	  or	  equipment	  are	  sold	  to	  
the	  public.	  That	  got	  me	  thinking	  about	  the	  process	  of	  how	  we	  sell	  these	  items,	  specifically	  how	  it	  
was	  done	  when	  I	  first	  started	  at	  the	  City	  of	  St.	  Augustine	  Beach	  15	  years	  ago	  and	  how	  this	  task	  is	  
handled	  now.	  

Prior	  to	  2013,	  when	  items	  were	  declared	  surplus	  an	  advertisement	  for	  bids	  was	  placed	  in	  the	  
newspaper	  (at	  the	  City’s	  cost);	  sealed	  bids	  were	  received	  by	  the	  City	  Manager’s	  office,	  and	  
opened	  on	  a	  specific	  date	  and	  time.	  The	  highest	  bidder	  that	  was	  awarded	  the	  item	  had	  to	  be	  
contacted	  for	  payment,	  and	  the	  arrangements	  had	  to	  be	  made	  for	  the	  new	  owner	  to	  pick	  up	  
their	  newly	  purchased	  surplus	  item.	  In	  2013	  the	  City	  started	  utilizing	  government	  auction	  
websites	  which	  satisfies	  the	  competitive	  bidding	  process	  and	  is	  at	  no	  cost	  to	  the	  City.	  This	  makes	  
the	  whole	  process	  much	  easier	  on	  City	  staff	  and	  reaches	  a	  huge	  market	  of	  potential	  buyers.	  The	  
winning	  bidders	  pay	  for	  their	  items	  on	  the	  website,	  then	  the	  City	  is	  contacted	  that	  the	  item	  has	  
been	  paid	  for	  and	  a	  bill	  of	  sale	  is	  sent,	  and	  arrangements	  are	  made	  for	  the	  item	  to	  be	  picked	  up.	  
The	  whole	  process	  now	  takes	  10	  days	  or	  less	  whereas	  before	  it	  could	  take	  over	  a	  month	  to	  
complete.	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
 

  

 



 

 
6 

  

 

     ★To protect and Serve from our Police Department★ 

Be a S.A.F.E. Gun Owner 
Secure your firearms when not in use. Be Aware of those around you who should not have access 
to guns. Focus on your responsibility as a firearm owner. Educate yourself and others about safe 
firearm handling and storage. 

 
1. Store Guns and Ammunition Safely 

Store your unloaded gun in a locked location, away from Children’s reach and sight. Do the 
same for the ammunition, but in a separate location. Make sure all keys and combinations to 
lock boxes are hidden. If a friend visits your home with an unlocked gun in their handbag, 
briefcase or trunk of their car, offer them a safe locked place to store their firearm while in your 
home. Never leave your gun on low lying places like a night stand or table where a child can 
gain access. If you no longer need a gun in your home, consult with your local law 
enforcement on how to dispose of the gun safely.  
 

2. Talk to Your Kids About Gun Safety 
According to the federal statistics, there are gun in approximately 40% of all U.S. households. 
Even if you do not personally own a gun in your home.  Chances are that someone you know 
does. Your child could come across a firearm at a neighbor’s house, when playing with 
friends, or under other circumstances outside  of your control. This is why it is vital to discuss 
the topic of guns and gun safety with your children. By removing the mystery surrounding 
guns, your children will be less curious and more likely to follow safety rules. Explain to them 
the difference between toy guns and real guns, and make sure they understand that real guns 
are much more dangerous than the ones they see in movies. Teach kids never to touch a gun 
and to immediately tell an adult if they see one.  
 

3. Learn How  to Safely Use Your Firearm 
Read all handler manuals for your gun to ensure safe loading and unloading of ammunition. 
Make sure you always grip your gun properly with a steady stance. Always treat your firearm 
as if it were loaded even if you know it is not. This means keeping the firearm pointed in a safe 
direction to avoid physical injury in case of a unexpected mischarge. Always keep your trigger 
finger off the trigger until you are mentally ready to shoot the gun. Especially when shooting in 
an open area, make sure you know what is beyond your target to avoid injury to personnel and 
property that you cannot see 

Contact Us 
2300 A1A South 

St. Augustine Beach, Fl. 32080 (904) 471-3600 
Emergencies Dial 911 
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City Hall Scheduled Meetings:  
 
CITY COMMISSION: The	  City	  of	  St.	  Augustine	  Beach	  City	  Commission	  will	  hold	  a	  regular	  scheduled	  
meeting	  on	  Monday,	  June	  5,	  2017	  at	  6:00	  pm	  in	  the	  Commission	  Meeting	  Room	  at	  City	  Hall.	  This	  is	  a	  public	  
meeting,	  and	  the	  public	  is	  invited	  to	  attend.	  

Special City Commission Meeting regarding Sign Ordinance: The	  City	  of	  St.	  
Augustine	  Beach	  will	  hold	  a	  Special	  City	  Commission	  meeting	  on	  Wednesday,	  June	  7,	  2017	  at	  5:00	  p.m.	  in	  
the	  Commission	  Meeting	  Room	  at	  City	  Hall	  to	  discuss	  the	  sign	  ordinance.	  This	  is	  a	  public	  meeting	  and	  the	  
public	  is	  invited	  to	  attend.	  

ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH PLANNING AND ZONINGING BOARD: It will hold its monthly 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 20, 2017 in the Commission meeting of the City Hall, 2200 A1A 
South.  This is a public meeting and the public is invited to attend.  

TREE BOARD/BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE:	  	  Meeting will be 
held Wednesday June 21st, 2016 in the Commission meeting room at City Hall, 2200 A1A South. The 
starting time will be 6:00 p.m. The public is invited to attend.	  

Other Announcements & happenings: 

 

Beach shuttle service has started… 
St. Johns County is offering a free shuttle service to Mickler's Beachfront Park and the St. 
Johns County Ocean and Fishing Pier from 10:00am to 4:00pm on three of the summer's 
busiest weekends, the first one being this weekend. Reach the Beach shuttles will operate 
every 20 minutes with the final shuttles departing at 4:00pm on two weekends: 

Independence Day: July 1 – 4    &   Labor Day: September 2 – 4 
The Mickler's Beachfront Park shuttle will transport beach visitors between Cornerstone 
Park, 1046 A1A North, and Mickler's Beachfront Park, which provides direct access to the 
beach. The Pier shuttle will transport beach visitors between St. Augustine Beach City 
Hall, 2200 A1A South, and the Pier parking lot, which provides direct access to Pier amenities 
and the beach.  
For additional information, please visit www.sjcfl.us/Beaches or call 904.209.0331 



 

 

 
City of St. Augustine Beach, City Hall 
2200 A1A South 
City of St. Augustine Beach, FL, 32080 

 

Message from our City Clerk: 

Historical information continued…  

	  “Slaves	  were	  encouraged	  to	  flee	  there.	  Racial	  mores	  weren’t	  nearly	  as	  rigid	  in	  Spanish	  Florida	  
as	  they	  were	  in	  the	  British	  colonies	  to	  the	  north.	  In	  fact,	  to	  counter	  his	  country’s	  numerical	  
disadvantage	  in	  the	  region,	  King	  Charles	  II	  of	  Spain	  proclaimed	  in	  1693	  that	  runaway	  slaves	  
from	  British	  lands	  would	  be	  given	  their	  freedom	  in	  Florida	  provided	  they	  converted	  to	  
Catholicism.	  Forty-‐five	  years	  later,	  Florida’s	  governor	  approved	  a	  settlement	  for	  ex-‐slaves	  just	  
to	  the	  north	  of	  St.	  Augustine.	  Called	  Fort	  Mose,	  it	  was	  the	  first	  legally	  sanctioned	  free	  black	  
town	  in	  North	  America.	  During	  the	  many	  British	  colonial	  attacks	  on	  St.	  Augustine,	  blacks	  
generally	  stood	  side-‐by-‐side	  with	  Native	  Americans	  and	  white	  Spaniards	  in	  defending	  the	  city.”	  

This	  was	  written	  by	  Jesse	  Greenspan	  on	  9/8/2015	  in	  the	  article	  “8	  Things	  You	  May	  Not	  Know	  
About	  St.	  Augustine,	  Florida.”	  I	  will	  continue	  the	  story	  in	  next	  month’s	  newsletter.	  Beverly	  
Raddatz,	  MMC,	  City	  Clerk	  

 
 

  

Thank you for subscribing to the City of St. Augustine Beach Newsletter 

• Want to receive this monthly newsletter by email? 

Please request it by sending an email to: hlaquidara@cityofsab.org    

On the Subject line write: Newsletter request 

• Visit our events website for all upcoming event Updates: 
http://www.sabevents.com 

• Are you interested in Volunteering for City of St. Augustine events?  

Email us at: hlaquidara@cityofsab.org 

• Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CityofStAugustineBeach 

 


