
 

 

    St. Augustine Beach City Hall 

City of St. Augustine Beach  
April Newsletter 2017 

 

Hello St. Augustine Beach!  

The excitement is building 
at City Hall for our 
awesome Arbor Day 
event.  

Bring the whole family. 
There is something for 
everyone.  Pick up your 
free tree and see an array 
of natural wonders that are 
native to our natural 
environment.  

Please invite your family 
and friends to this 
awesome event. 

To inquire or participate 
in the Arbor Day Event 
contact me: 
hlaquidara@cityofsab.org 
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CITY HALL UPDATE                                                                      
At the City Commission regular meeting, the St. Augustine Beach took the following actions: 

1, Discussed a proposed resolution from the City Attorney concerning rules for public comments at 
meetings. The discussion was continued to the Commission’s April 3rd meeting. The commission made 
no changes to the rules.  

2. Approved a proclamation to designate April, 2017, as Water Conservation Month. 

4. Approved having two charging stations for electric vehicles in the city hall parking lot. 

5. Reviewed the two bids received for recycling pickup service, and decided to request the bidders to 
submit amended bids for review at the Commission’s April meeting. 

6. Approved a request to vacate an alley on the west side of A1A Beach Boulevard between the Tides 
Oyster Company and the Sunshine Shop. The next step is for the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance 
to vacate the alley. 

7. Approved a five-year conditional use permit for the outside serving and consumption of food and 
beverages, and for the sale of canned beer outside of an enclosed building at the Oasis restaurant, 4000 
A1A Beach Boulevard. 

8. Approved two budget resolutions: the first to transfer $5,320 to upgrade a records management 
system; the second to transfer $5,000 for additional expenses for the City’s New Year’s Eve fireworks 
event and for its Arbor Day celebration, which will occur on Friday, April 21, 2017, from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. at the city hall, 2200 A1A South. 

9. Discussed the St. Johns Cultural Council’s request to transfer the lease for the former city hall to The 
Dance Company. At its May meeting, the Commission will decide when to hold a workshop to further 
discuss the request and other possibilities concerning the former city hall, which is located on the south 
side of pier park near the children’s splash park. In the interim, the Public Works Director is to get 
proposals from structural engineering companies of the cost to do a thorough study of the building’s 
condition and the purposes for which its second floor could be used. 

City Hall April Update 
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MAX’S CORNER 

   
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Currently, members of the public at St. Augustine Beach City Commission regular meetings can 
comment on matters that are on the agenda for a public hearing, such as the city’s annual 
budget, ordinances scheduled for final reading, and land use matters. (Examples of the latter are 
requests to build houses in commercial land use districts, to vacate alleys, or for businesses to 
serve food and beverages outside of a building.) The public can also comment about non-public 
hearing topics. These range from Presentations by organizations or individuals at the beginning 
of each meeting, to the Consent Agenda as well as Old Business and New Business items. 
Finally, there’s a section on each agenda specifically titled Public Comments. This is when 
citizens can speak about any topic that’s not listed on the agenda. 

While commendable, these many opportunities for public comment have resulted in an 
imbalance that prevents the Commission from getting to all the topics on the agenda within the 
four to four-and-a-half hours allotted for the meeting. The meetings have thus become less a 
time when the Commission can discuss and make decisions to advance the public’s business, 
and more a forum for public comments. The consequence of this imbalance is that decisions are 
delayed when public comments consume so much time that Commission discussion of agenda 
topics must be postponed to the next month’s meeting, which makes the agenda for that meeting 
longer. When public comment consumes most of the time at that meeting, there’s postponement 
again of the public’s business to the next regular meeting.  

 Click here to read this article in its entirety: http://www.staugbch.com/documents/newsletter/17/mr04.pdf	   

 

City Manager  

Mr. Max Royle 
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Joe Howell   

 
 
Mr. Joe Howell gives us a peek into Public Works: 
	  	  
The	  8th	  Street	  Extension	  project	  continues	  to	  move	  forward.	  	  It’s	  beginning	  to	  look	  a	  lot	  more	  like	  a	  
road	  since	  the	  underground	  infrastructure	  (potable	  water,	  sanitary	  sewer	  and	  drainage)	  is	  all	  in	  
place.	  	  The	  remaining	  work	  includes	  the	  sidewalk,	  curb	  and	  gutter,	  and	  of	  course	  the	  road	  itself.	  
	  	  
This	  month	  we	  publically	  bid	  three	  projects;	  the	  Ocean	  Woods	  Ditch	  Drainage	  Improvements,	  the	  
16th	  Street	  Parking	  Improvements,	  and	  Curbside	  Recycling	  –	  with	  the	  latter	  being	  more	  of	  a	  service	  
than	  a	  project.	  	  Ocean	  Woods	  Ditch	  is	  located	  between	  Deanna	  Drive	  and	  13th	  Street,	  and	  then	  at	  
the	  west	  end	  of	  13th,	  14th	  and	  15th	  Streets.	  	  The	  project	  replaces	  the	  existing	  drainage	  ditch	  with	  a	  
pipe	  which	  will	  flow	  better,	  require	  less	  maintenance	  and	  give	  the	  residents	  back	  20	  feet	  of	  their	  
yards.	  	  The	  16th	  Street	  Parking	  Improvements	  will	  construct	  additional	  turf	  block	  parking	  on	  the	  east	  
side	  of	  Beach	  Boulevard	  and	  another	  five	  spaces	  on	  the	  west	  side.	  	  Not	  only	  does	  it	  provide	  
designated,	  improved	  parking	  for	  residents	  and	  visitors,	  it	  protects	  the	  road	  by	  preventing	  the	  edge	  
of	  the	  pavement	  from	  crumbling.	  	  We	  have	  been	  using	  Advanced	  Disposal	  to	  collect	  our	  recycled	  
waste	  for	  the	  last	  ten	  years.	  	  The	  City	  is	  currently	  evaluating	  whether	  to	  continue	  our	  existing	  
program,	  start	  using	  the	  larger	  two-‐wheeled	  carts	  (like	  the	  County),	  stay	  with	  Advanced	  Disposal,	  
switch	  to	  Republic	  Services,	  or	  expand	  City’s	  solid	  waste	  collection	  services	  by	  bringing	  recycled	  
waste	  collection	  services	  “in-‐house”.	  
	  	  
Speaking	  of	  recycling,	  this	  month	  we	  recycled	  one	  of	  our	  rear	  loading	  garbage	  trucks.	  	  After	  ten	  
years	  of	  service	  the	  compactor	  body	  is	  more	  than	  just	  a	  little	  worn	  out.	  	  We	  used	  to	  just	  buy	  an	  
entirely	  new	  truck	  and	  compactor	  but	  at	  $200,000	  -‐	  $250,000	  we	  started	  looking	  at	  options.	  	  After	  
ten	  years	  of	  running	  around	  St.	  Augustine	  Beach	  the	  truck	  body,	  engine	  and	  chassis	  is	  still	  in	  pretty	  
good	  shape.	  	  So	  we	  decided	  to	  try	  keeping	  the	  truck	  for	  another	  ten	  years	  and	  swapping	  out	  the	  
compactor	  body.	  	  This	  is	  the	  second	  one	  we’ve	  done	  this	  way	  and	  while	  there’s	  some	  risk	  involved,	  
at	  less	  than	  half	  the	  cost	  of	  a	  new	  truck	  package	  we’re	  saving	  a	  fair	  amount	  of	  money	  in	  the	  
process.	  	  And	  yes,	  we	  actually	  do	  recycle	  the	  old	  compactor	  body	  for	  the	  scrap	  steel	  it	  contains.	  
 

Public Works Department 
Director:  Mr. Joe Howell 
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Hello Summer! During this sunny time in our wonderful city please keep these beach safety tips from the 
Red Cross in mind when swimming in the ocean; 

Ø If you are caught in a rip current, stay calm and don’t fight the current. 
Ø Swim parallel to the shore until you are out of the current. Once you are free, turn 

and swim toward shore. 
Ø If you can't swim to the shore, float or tread water until you are free of the rip 

current and then head toward shore. 
Ø If you feel you can’t make it to the shore, draw attention to yourself by waving and 

calling for help. 
 

Ø Stay at least 100 feet away from piers and jetties. Permanent rip currents often exist 
near these structures. 

Ø If someone is in trouble in the water, get help from a lifeguard. If a lifeguard is not 
available, have someone call 9-1-1. Throw the victim something that floats – a 
lifejacket, cooler, inflatable ball and yell instructions on how to escape the current. 

Ø When at the beach, check conditions before entering the water. Check to see if any warning flags 
are up or ask a lifeguard about water conditions, beach conditions, or any potential hazards. Please 
become familiar with the flag system.  

We’d also like to remind you of these rules of the sand while driving on our beaches; 

Ø Vehicle traffic must remain in the designated driving lanes as identified by cones 
Ø Parking is allowed on the west side of the driving lane between the cones and the 

conservation zone 
Ø Vehicles are allowed to drive 10 mph on the beach 
Ø Traffic is southbound only between A Street Ramp and Fort Matanzas Ramp 
Ø All Vehicles are required to stop at all beach ramps and yield to all pedestrians 
Ø Soft Sand conditions may exist please read signs as they are updated with changing 

conditions  

Finally, alcoholic beverages and glass container are prohibited. We here at the St. Augustine Beach 
Police Department hope you have a great time in the sun and sand in 2017! 
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BAC/TREE BOARD: The City of St. Augustine Beach Beautification Advisory/Tree Board 
will hold a meeting Thursday, April 6th, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. This is a public meeting and the 
public is invited to attend.  
 

ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD:  Will hold its monthly 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 in the Commission meeting of the City Hall, 
2200 A1A South.  This is a public meeting and the public is invited to attend. This meeting 
will be televised or can be viewed by streaming video on the City’s web site. 

	  
CITY COMMISSION: Will hold its regular monthly meeting on Monday, May 1th, 2017 
the Commission meeting room at City Hall, 2200 A1A South. The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. The public is invited to attend. This meeting will be televised or can be viewed by 
streaming video on the City’s web site. 

City of St. Augustine Beach Arbor Day:  
Date: April 21, 2017 
Location: 2200 A1A South, St. Augustine Beach, FL, 32080 
Time: 5:00-7:00PM 
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  $$$ Finance Department News $$$
 

From time to time, we receive questions from citizens regarding how their tax dollars are spent 
and how they are accounted for, and more importantly how they are safeguarded. 

Local governments cannot just open bank accounts to deposit tax dollars at any bank of their 
choosing. There are specific guidelines and criteria that must be met. These guidelines are 
outlined in Florida Statutes Chapter 280. I won’t bore you with the many details of this statute, 
but bottom line any bank that tax payer dollars are placed with must be a “qualified public 
depository” recognized by the chief financial officer of the state of Florida. As you might 
imagine, local governments will have a lot more money than the $250,000 insured by FDIC, 
banks that are qualified public depositories must have enough in their reserves to “collateralize” 
or cover the public deposits in their institution. 

So why the quick lesson in public fund deposits? In government finance, there is a best practice 
for practically every function, and banking is no exception. It is the best practice that a local 
government develop and advertise a request for proposals for banking services at least every 10 
years. This is to ensure that the local government is getting the best services possible and at the 
best cost for the taxpayers. It is time for the City of St. Augustine Beach to develop such a 
request for proposals. Does this mean its current bank is not doing a good job? Absolutely not, 
just the opposite, but could there be another banking institution out there who could do a better 
job? Possibly, so it’s time to find out. 
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City of St. Augustine Beach, City Hall 
2200 A1A South 
City of St. Augustine Beach, FL, 32080 

City Clerk’s Corner: 
ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH’S: FUN FACT OF THE MONTH 
“St. Augustine’s primary purpose was to thwart the French. Philip II changed his mind, however, 
once French Protestants (known as Huguenots) built Fort Caroline in present-day Jacksonville. 
Intent on ousting them, the king dispatched Menéndez across the Atlantic Ocean in the summer of 
1565. Marching north in a rainstorm within days of founding St. Augustine, he and 500 men 
easily overran the fort and butchered most of its male inhabitants. Menéndez then learned that a 
number of French boats had shipwrecked while chasing his flagship down the coast. Though the 
castaways surrendered without a fight, the Spanish tied them up and brutally stabbed them to 
death. A second group of French castaways was similarly massacred two weeks later. Ever since, 
that site south of St. Augustine has been called Matanzas (Spanish for “Slaughters”). In 1568, 
French privateers and their Native Americans allies took revenge by destroying Fort Caroline—
which had been renamed Fort San Mateo—but never again would France establish a foothold in 
the area.” 

This was written by Jesse Greenspan on 9/8/2015 in the article “8 Things You May Not Know 
About St. Augustine, Florida.” I will continue the story in next month’s newsletter. Beverly 
Raddatz, MMC, City Clerk 

  

  

Thank you for subscribing to the City of St. Augustine Beach Newsletter 

• Want to receive this monthly newsletter by email? 

Please request it by sending an email to: hlaquidara@cityofsab.org    

On the Subject line write: Newsletter request 

• Visit our events website for all upcoming event Updates: 
http://www.sabevents.com 

• Are you interested in Volunteering for City of St. Augustine events?  

Email us at: hlaquidara@cityofsab.org 

• Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CityofStAugustineBeach 

 


